94              ANNIE BESANT

<4 Give us five shillings worth of Dundee! " I do not know
whether the careful Scotsman at the wheel did give us five
shillings worth of motor drive. My own memory is that he
gave us a quick spin round and very soon deposited us back
at the hotel !

Then Mrs. Besant would also send little messages of cheer
and goodwill to students who were ill and ailing. There were
two brothers, Senapati and Gajapati273, in the boarding
house ; they were very popular. Later they moved on to
a house of their own. The balustrades of their new house
were not ready and the elder brother tumbled off and came
down three sheer storeys^73. He survived but his legs were
gone. He could never walk again. He was taken to the
hospital, where he remained for long months. Here he
received a letter from somewhere outside India from
Mrs. Besant sending a word of sympathy and cheer. This
young man, to the sorrow of all who knew him, depressed
by physical ailments and serious domestic bereavement on
the death of his wife, committed suicide some years later.

Another Principal of the College in the old days that
comes to my memory is Mr. Collins374. He was a kindly
Englishman, and it was the easiest thing in the world to get
a holiday from him.   Students are proverbially fond of
holidays and he was quite popular. One of the funny
institutions in north India is, what is called a rainy holiday.
Rain falls in torrents here during what are known as the
monsoon months. They immediately follow the hot summer
of about three months and practically continuous drought of
about six ; and though very welcome, greatly disturb normal
,work, particularly studies after the long summer vacation.